
Urho Paavo Johannes Myllylä 
(Pampsa) in the Second World War
Born March 26th 1918, Helsinki
Died January 1st 1970, Helsinki
Parents Auli and Hannes Myllylä

”Pampsa” was Paavo’s war time 
radio call in communicaton  between 
other pilots and air traffic control .
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Introduction

Finland in the II World War (FIN-SOV/Russia):
• The Winter War: 

Nov 30th 1939 – Mar 13th 1940
• Peace time between the wars (15 months)
• The Continuation War:  

Jun 25th 1941 – Sep 4th 1944

• The Lapland War (FIN-GER): 
Sep 1944 - Apr 1945



Starting situation and border after both wars

Division of frontline 1939                         

In the Winter War lost areas 1940        This is how it all ended 1944                 

In August 1939 Germany and Soviet Union agreed in the secret additional protocol of nonaggression pact that Finland 
and the Baltic Countries belong to frontline of the Soviet Union (Vjatseslav Molotov - Joachim von Ribbentrob pact).



Map of main operation areas

The Lappland 

War



Organization in the Winter War

• Three (3) Flying Regiments

• Eleven (11)  Flight Squadrons

• Some independent units

Pampsa’s units



Organization in the Continuation War

• Four (4) Flying Regiments

• Sixteen (16)  Flight Squadrons

• Some independent units



Pampsa’s war
Military service Air Force Academy Jun 8th1938 – May 24th 1939
Military pilot certificate July 24th 1940

HLeLv 26(29) HLeLv 28(1) HLeLv 34

Nov 30th 1939

Sep 8th 1939

Winter War Continuation War

Jun 25th 1941Mar 13th 1940

Feb 6th1940 Feb 9th 1943

Sep 4th 1944

Nov 4th 1941 Jul 5th 1944

1.st pick-up journey of 
Messerschmitt 109  Bf G-2 fighter 
planes from Germany. 

Feb 10th 1943

parachute jump

Picking up Hurricane fighter planes from 
England.
No 11 Group Pool, Royal Air Force, St 
Athan, Feb 6th – Feb 29th 1940

Jan 29th 1940

Nov 10th 1944
home

The engine run out 
during landing. The MT 
fighter plane came 
down before airfield.

Mar 7th 1944

1. aerial combat victory

Sep 12th 1941

Dept. Räty
From Mar 2nd 1940
To Apr 29th 1940

To reserve
Jul 8th.1940

HLeLv 28(2)
Mobilization
Jun 17th1941

H
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Pampsa’s air combat victories



History of Finnish Air Force symbol -
the blue swastika

Suomen ilmavoimien tunnuksena ollut 

sininen hakaristi tuli käyttöön 

sisällissodan aikaan ja oli käytössä 

vuoteen 1945 asti. Ruotsalainen 

kreivi Eric von Rosen lahjoitti valkoisille 

vuonna 1918 lentokoneen, jossa risti oli 

kreivin henkilökohtaisena 

onnentunnuksena. Natsi-Saksan 

punamusta hakaristi seisoi kärjellään, 

Suomen sininen hakaristi on aina 

vaakatasossa.

Finnish Air Force symbol was blue 

swastika. It was introduced at the time of 

the Finnish Civil War and was in use until 

1945. The Swedish Count Eric von Rosen 

donated whites (other party of the Civil 

War) an aircraft in 1918. In that plane the 

blue swastika was as Count’s personal 

fortune symbol.

This is how von Rosen’s swastika became 

the symbol of Finnish Air Force. The 

Finnish swastika was blue in color and 

was always on horizontal plane and didn’t 

have any relation or connection to the 

Nazis swastika. Nazi Germany’s red and 

black swastika was standing inverted.
Ilmasotakoulun lippu
Air Fosce school flag

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finnish_Air_Force


Pampsa’s fighter plane in HLeLv 28 
Morane – Saulnier  M.S. 406 ”Morane”

• Morane prototype flew first time 1935 in France and in the end of thirties it still was pretty 
efficient.

• By 1941 this aircraft was manufactured approx. 1100 pcs and also in some extent under license 
in Switzerland.

• However its well below 1000 HP engine began to remain underpowered.
• In 5000 m altitude Its maximum speed was approx. 450 km/h depending individual aircraft.
• There were also anticipation in the armament. In the beginning there were only 3 7,5 mm 

machine guns out of which two were in the wings and third on shoot through the propeller 
hub.

• Morane was very agile. That is why it was possible to survive against improving enemy fighter 
aircrafts.



Pampsa’s fighter plane in HLeLv 34
Messerschmitt Bf 109 G-2 (and G-6) ”Mersu”

• 12 cylinder V-in-line DB 605 engine with 1475 HP.
• Maximum weight 3200 kg.
• G-2 armament consisted of 2 fast 7,92 mm Rheinmetall-Borsing MG-17 machine guns on the 

”nose”.  Both had 500 cartriges. Additionally through the propeller hub shooting 20 mm MG 
151/20 cannon with 140 projectile.

• Speed of rise was 20-25 m/s depending the altitude. Best rise speed was about 300 km/h.
• Maximum speed was 640 km/h in 6000 m altitude. 
• Pilot couldn’t see in front of him when taxied becaus of covered visibility. Pilot had to make small 

curves and peek through the side windows.



Pampsa got type training also to
Hawker Hurricane Mk.I fighter plane

• The Finnish Air Force bought during the Winter War 12 Hurricanes which were ferried by air 
across the North Sea. 10 aircrafts  reached their destination, only too late to take part in the 
Winter War.

• Pampsa was one of the pilots who got the training and flew the planes from UK to Finland
• In the Continuation War the aircraft were used rather little due to spares shortage. 

• The Hurricane first flew in 1935. 
Production continued until 1944.

• It was the first monoplane fighter with a 
rectangable landing gear to serve in the 
Royal Air Force of Britain.

• Its structure had its origins in the biplane 
of Hurricane company was already 
obsolencent in the late thirties.

• The Hurricane wing was very thick and 
therefore the aircraft ’s maximum speed 
remained rather low – maximum 527 
km/h.

• Armament: 8 7,7 mm Browning machine 
guns

• Large and clumsy in movements it was not 
a special air combat aircraft



Royal Air Force
Copy of a certificate



HLeLv 28 ”Morane squadrone”

Terve, 
Olen aikoinaan käynyt läpi hänen kantakorttinsa ja siitä löytyy 
talvisodan ajalta maninta, että olisi ollut Osasto Rädyssä 29.1.40 
lomautukseen 8.7.40 asti. Tosin kantakorttien tiedoista löytyy sekä 
virheitä että puutteita. 

Jatkosodan lkp:ssä hänet määrättiin 1/LLv 28:saan, missä oli 9.2.43 
asti. Myllylän nimi esiintyy aika ajoin mm. ilmataistelukertomuksissa 
tai tiedusteluilmoituksissa. 

Se, että häntä ei näy Morane-laivue-kirjan ryhmityksissä johtuu vain 
siitä, että lentueessa oli aina ohjaajia enemmän kuin koneita. Jokaisen 
koneen vastaava ohjaaja on mainittu ns. kuukausi-ilmoituksissa ja 
sääntö oli, että kantahenkilöstö menee reserviläisten edelle. Jos 
ohjaajien lentuejako on tiedossa, niin olen senkin maininnut, mutta 
LLv 28:n osalta tällaiset tiedot puuttuvat. 

Useitten laivueitten asiakirjoissa on hyvinkin yksityiskohtaisia 
luetteloita laivueen organisaatiosta, mutta LLv 28 ei kuulu niihin. 
Tämän laivueen papereista on paljon kadonnut jo ennen arkistoon 
joutumistaan, mm. laivueen lentopääkirja, jossa pitäisi olla mainittu 
jokainen lento. Jos sinulla on isäsi lentopäiväkirja tallella, niin siitä 
pitäisi löytyä koko lentoura. 
t. Kari 

Some additional information from the author 
of the Morane-laivue book(Kari Stenman):
• Pampsa had been in Dept. Räty from Jan 

29th 1940 to Jul 8th.1940
• There were more pilots than planes in the 

HLeLv 28
• Basic rule was that staff with position 

passes reservists when personal planes 
were appointed

• Lots of HLeLv 28 documentation is lost 
already before archiving 



HLeLv 34 ”Mersu squadrone”

In the end of 1942 the Air Force received a message that after 2 years efforts Finland is 
able to buy  Messerschmitt 109 fighter planes from Germany. As an immediate action was 
founding of a new elite Flight Squadron. Its pilots were chosen among other Flight 
Squadrons best succeeded fighter pilots. At that time Messerschmit 109 was considered 
the best fighter aircraft in the world. 
This is how Flight Squadron 34 was born. One year later it came Fighter Squadron 34 
(Hävittäjälentolaivue 34, HLeLV 34 in Finnish ).



Operating area of HLeLv 34 



Airbases, number of fighters and war flights of 
HLeLv 34 

(Monthly war flights)

(Number of fighters)

(Airbases)

HLeLv (15-25 planes/Squadron) achieved 345 air victories
in total. Compared to:
• British Air Force (18-24 p/s) 250 victories
• US Air Force (24-35 p/s) 200 victories
• German Air Force (40-70 p/s) was better   



Airbases, number of fighters and war 
flights of HLeLv 28 

(Monthly war flights)

(Number of fighters)



The most of victories achieved HLeLv 34 
pilots in 1944

Achived victories in the Winter War are marked as +n, where n is number of aircrafts.



Aces of HLeLv 34 

Flight master Ilmari Juutilainen



1. Messerschmitt fighter pick-up journey

• Messerschmitt 109 Bf G-2
• Aircraft type training was given to Finnish pilots
• Helsinki/Malmi - Berlin – Werneuch – Wiener  Neudst.– Breslau –

Köningsberg - Riikka-Helsinki/Malmi
• Group leader and Commander of HLeLv 34 Major Erkki, Olavi Ehrnooth 

(died March 27th 1943 in the aviation accident in Utti, Finland)

- Departure: Feb 10th 1943
- Delivery: Mar 9th 1943
- No  of planes: 16 planes
- Return started: Mar 10th 1943
- Arrival: Mar 15th 1943

HLeLv 34 was fouded Feb 9th 1943



Other pick-ups of planes

Morane – Saulnier  M.S. 406 from France
• Jul 20th 1942 – Jul 27th 1942, Chateauroux
• Aug 1st 1942 – Aug 15th 1942, Chateauroux
• Aug 26th 1942 – Sep 4th 1942, Chateauroux

Messerschmitt 109, from Germany
• Feb 20th 1043 – Mar 3th 1943 (see previous page)
• May 5th 1943 – May 16th 1943, Erding



Pampsa’s parachute jumps
Copies of related pages of the flight diary



The parachute jump Nov 4th 1941

• The Flight left from Viitana base for a ground battles flight
• Mission was to disturb the enemy on the road with bombs and machine guns
• South from Karhumäki, Uunitsa – Suununsuu area
• Several shots from the gound hit Myllylä’s aircraft
• He came down 4 km southeast from Kontiojärvi village on the shore of Ketrojärvi 



Iltasanomat kirjoitti 9.12.1941
An aricle of Pampsa’s jump in a Finnish evening paper - Iltasanomat 

• The Flight attacked column of approx. 30 trucks
• A shot slammed down in front of the legs. The bullet had hit the cooling system pipe. 
• When landed Pampsa wasn’t sure on which side of the battle line he was. After  4 

hours hike in the sonowy forest he came to a road where were some trafic. He stayed 
in the bushes and listened which language people on the road spoke. It was Finnish.

... ...



Return to the Viitana base 

Pampsan kirjoittama teksti kuvan takapuolella:

Text on backside of the photo: ”Return from the flight Nov 11th 1941. (Parachute jump on 
Ketrojärvi, MS-301)”



The parachute jump Nov 4th 1941

Ketrojärvi. Area where Pampsa jumped.

Viitana. Pampsa started his flight.

Uunitsa-Suununsuu. Area where HLeLv 28 attacked and
Paavo’s plane was damaged.

Lake Laatokka

Lake Äänisjärvi

Place where Pampsa
jumped is not fully 
ascertained. Lake and 
illage  are not located  
for sure.



The parachute jump Jul 5th 1944

• Pampsa left for a safeguard flight from Taipalsaari base to Vyborg Bay
• An anti-aircraft grenade damaged the left flap (wing) of his fighter plane
• In a curve to left damaged flap broke and the airplane went outside tailspin
• Cover did not peel off, and anyway Pampsa had difficulties to get out of the aircraft
• He came dow bruised about 3 km  northeast from Hanhijoki manor

As only Finnish pilot Pampsa 
survived 2 times with a 

paraschute. 



The parachute jump Jul 5th 1944

Hanhijoki. Area where Pampsa jumped.

Taipalsaari. Pampsa started his flight

Vyborg Bay

Above Uuraa Pampsa’s plane was damaged. 

Sotien aikana kylä ei kärsinyt varsinaisista sotatoimista, 
lukuunottamatta v. 1944, jolloin ilmasotatoiminta oli 
vilkasta. Lentomestari Ilmari Juutilainen kertoi sodan 
jälkeen, että Hanhijokea sanottiin yleisesti alasampuma-
alueeksi. Hänen arvionsa mukaan Hanhijoen ja Rautakorven 
metsiin ammuttiin alas useita kymmeniä kolmen eri 
valtakunnan lentokoneita. Taistelukentille Juustilaan ja 
Ihantalaan oli vain vähän yli 10 km, joten Hanhijoki ei jäänyt 
osattomaksi maavoimienkaan toiminnasta.

Hanhijoki
Hanhijoen kylä sijaitsi Vahvialan pitäjän itäkoillisosassa, 
Viipuri-Lappeenranta maantien varrella. Se rajoittui 
pohjoispuolelta Nuijamaan Lautalan kylään sekä itäpuolella 
Viipurin pitäjään. Viipurin keskustaan oli matkaa noin 10 km



Copy of Pampsa’s flight map 



Engine of Pampsa’s fighter aircraft went 
out during landing Mar 7th 1944

Pampsa had to take his MT fighter plane down 50 m before airfield in Kymi air base. 
Accident was caused by supply disruption in the fuel system. Pampsa survived with a 
fright.



Some noteworth aerial combats

Number of aircrafts in June 1944 when offensive started:
Soviet Unioin Finland

Strengthen 13. Air-army: 1100 aircrafts HLeLv 24: 14 Messerschmitt

Baltic Navy Air Force: 220 aircrafts HLeLv 34: 16 Messerschmitt

HLeLv 26: 18 Brewester



Photo collage

Mersun ohjaamo. Cockpit of Messerschmitt 
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